NOTICE TO ECONOMIC OPERATORS

Importsinto the European Union of textile and clothing products originating in Belarus
and exports of these products from the EU to Belarusfollowing the expiry of the
bilateral textiles agreement with Belaruson 1 January 2010

By the present notice, operators in the European Union are informed that on 31 December
2009 the bilateral textiles and clothing agreement between the European Community and
Belarus which has been in force since 1993" will expire.

This will entail two important changes in the EU — Belarus trade in textile and clothing
products.

e On the one hand, exports of certain textile and clothing products from the European
Union to Belarus will no longer benefit from preferential tariff rates.
The tariff rates applied for all textile and clothing products as from 1 January 2010 are
those set by the Customs Union between Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus of which
Belarus will be member as from 1 January 2010. Detailed information on the
applicable duty rates can be found under:
http://www.tsouz.ru/db/ettr/tnved/Pages/defaul t.aspx.

e On the other hand, quantitative restrictions in the form of quotas will continue to be

imposed on certain textile and clothing imports originating in Belarus. These quotas
will be maintained on an autonomous basis. Therefore the Council Regulation (EC)
517/94 setting out common rules for imports from certain third countries has been
amended by Commission Regulation (EU) No 1260/2009 of 18 December 2009 so as
to include the overall quota levels and product coverage. These levels will remain the
same as applied in 2009°.
Consequently, shipments of certain textile and clothing products into the European
Union released for free circulation as from 1 January 2010 shall comply with the quota
and surveillance management system under the provisions of the Council Regulation
(EC) No 517/94. These provisions require importers to apply for import license as set
out in the Management Regulation Commission Regulation (EU) No 1258/2009 of 18
December 2009. This Regulation includes the quota levels per operator and license by
category of textile and clothing product applicable for the year 2010.

The necessary legal texts governing the import regime for certain textile and clothing products
originating in Belarus applicable as from 1 January 2010 have been published in the Official
Journal of the European Union L 338/58 of 19 December 2009. Please find the links to all
amended Regulations below.

e Commission Regulation (EU) No 1259/2009 of 18 December 2009 amending Council
Regulation (EEC) No 3030/93 on common rules for imports of certain textile products
from third countries.

! Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Community and the Republic of
Belarus amending the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Belarus on

trade in textile products, Official Journal of the European Union, L 335, 13 December 2008, p. 41.

% For ease of reference the appropriate extract of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3030/93 setting out the list of
categories of textile and clothing products covered by quantitative restrictionsin 2009 is shown in Annex 1.


http://www.tsouz.ru/db/ettr/tnved/Pages/default.aspx
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:338:0058:0074:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:338:0024:0031:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:338:0032:0057:EN:PDF

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1258/2009 of 18 December 2009 laying down rules
for the management and distribution of textile quotas established for the year 2010
under Council Regulation (EC) No 517/94.

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1260/2009 of 18 December 2009 amending Council
Regulation (EC) No 517/94 on common rules for imports of textile products from
certain third countries not covered by bilateral agreements, protocols or other
arrangements, or by other specific Community import rules.



http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:338:0024:0031:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:338:0058:0074:EN:PDF

ANNEX |

BELARUS COMMUNITY QUANTITATIVE LIMITS

Applicable for the year 2009°

BELARUS Category unit F;;?fja: ;‘”88’9

Group 1A 1 tonnes 1 586
2 tonnes 6 643

3 tonnes 2432

Group 1B 1 T pieces 1 839
5 T pieces 1105

6 T pieces 1705

7 T pieces 1377

8 T pieces 1160

Group 1A 20 tonnes 329
22 tonnes 524

Group 1IB 15 T pieces 1726
21 T pieces 930

24 T pieces 844

26(27 T pieces 1117

29 T pieces 468

73 T pieces 329

Group [lIB 67 tonnes 359
Group [V 115 tonnes 420
117 tonnes 2312

118 tonnes 471

T pieces: thousand of pieces’

3 Extract of "Commission Regulation (EC) No 1328/2008 of 22 December 2008 amending Annexesl, I1, 111, V,
VIl and VIII to Council Regulation (EEC) No 3030/93 on common rules for imports of certain textile products
from third countries’, Official Journal of the European Union, L 345, 23 December 2008, p.28.



