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On 22-23 January 2009 the European Commission organised in Dakar a 2-day information 
seminar on services and investment. The seminar was organised in the framework of the EU-
West Africa EPA negotiations with representatives of governments, the private sector, civil 
society and press of the 16 countries of West Africa as well as of ECOWAS and UEMOA 
Commissions. The objective was to better inform key decision-makers and stakeholders about 
this complex area of the negotiations and gain a better understanding of their positions and 
concerns. After an opening session with Peter Thompson, Director at the European 
Commission in charge of EPA negotiations, Mr Daramy, ECOWAS Trade Commissioner, 
Gilles Hervio, European Commission Head of delegation in Dakar, and Mr Diop-Decroix, 
Senegalese Trade Minister, services experts from the Commission and West Africa made 
several interventions on the importance of services in the economy, the strengths and 
weaknesses of services in West Africa, the level of openness of West Africa to services 
coming from abroad, the Caribbean EPA experience in opening up services and investments, 
and the possible interests of West Africa in the EPA negotiations on services and investment. 
Most participants welcomed this seminar as a unique opportunity to improve their knowledge 
of this complex area. Commissioner Daramy declared that the seminar was a good 
introduction to the ECOWAS workshop on services to take place in Accra, in early February, 
where the region will re-examine its position on services and investment in the negotiations 
and decide the way forward. 
 
The presentations and programme of this seminar can be downloaded from this website for 
further information. 
 
Programme seminar on services, Dakar 22-23 January, EN    
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142205.htm 
 
Programme seminar on services Dakar 22-23 January 09  FR  
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142204.htm 
 
Point of view of regional organisations on services in EPAs    
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142210.htm 
 
Economics of trade in services     
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142209.htm 
 
Négocier un APE: UE-Cariforum   
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142208.htm 
 
Assurance des services financiers     
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142207.htm 
 
 
Services and investments in EU-West Africa EPA    
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142206.htm 
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Libéralisation des services en Afrique de l'Ouest     
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142215.htm 
 
Groupes de travail: les attentes de l'Afrique de l'Ouest     
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142214.htm 
 
Préstation de services: les "quatres modes"     
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142213.htm 
 
Export helpdesk    
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142212.htm 
 
West African perspective on trade in services   FR 
Online address: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/142211.htm 
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